SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
identity of objects of experience, the modes of birth,
marriage and death, of food, rejoicing and suffering,
can yield continuous values. But the modem world,
and the Soviet -world especially, is a world of ceaseless
change. Both the conditions of work and of leisure, small
elements in which have been described in this and the
previous chapter, are here to-day and gone to-morrow.
What, then, can I say of Soviet values?
I repeat, the shifting basis of knowledge implies a
changing environment.   This, in turn, involves a
continuous change, sometimes gradual,  sometimes
catastrophic, in the corresponding structure of values.
This state of affairs applies both to Soviet Communism
and to the capitalist West.  The difference, however,
lies in the historical and sociological modes by which
changing values  evolve,  the  difference,  in  short,
between capitalist and Soviet democracy.
Capitalist democracy is concerned with the pre-
servation of power, and therefore of authority in the
realm of values, in the hands of the employer class.
Soviet democracy, on the other hand, is concerned
with the widest possible diffusion of power and of the
development of conscious values among the working
people* The prevention of the development of an
economic power group, directly employing the rest
of the people, by the removal of the power of money
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